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ECOO MEMBERS MEET IN 
PUGLIA, ITALY, OCTOBER 
2025 

More than 50 delegates from 22 

countries met in Puglia, Italy, for the 

ECOO General Assembly and autumn 

meetings, 17-19 October. The 

meetings were hosted by ECOO’s 

three Italian members, the 

Associazione Laureati Ottica e 

Optometria (ALOeO), Federottica and 

the Società Optometrica 

Italiana (SOptI). 

 

Demonstrating that the eye care 

sector in Europe continues to grow, 

with shared ambitions and the desire 

for mutual support, the ECOO 

General Assembly was delighted to 

welcome two new countries into 

membership: Eesti Optometristide 

Selts (EOS), the Estonian Association 

of Optometrists, and Lietuvos 

Optometrininkų Asociacija (LOA), the 

Lithuanian Optometrists Association. 

In addition, a second Swedish 

association, Optikbranschen (the 

Swedish Industry of Optometry) was 

voted in to membership. This brings 

ECOO’s representation to 27 

countries across Europe. 

 

The importance of partnerships 

across the eye care sector were 

demonstrated, with ECOO members 

voting to accept SILMO as an ECOO 

affiliate. Industry partnerships were 

also evident, with both the Secretary 

General of EuromContact, Laure-

Anne Martinet, and the Vice 

President of EUROM1 Optical 

Industries, Renato Sopracolle, 

attending the meetings and giving 



 

presentations on different aspects of 

medical devices regulation to ECOO 

members. 

 

In addition both the Presidents of the 

World Council of Optometry – Dr 

Cindy Tromans – and the European 

Academy of Optometry and Optics 

(EAOO) – Rupal Lovell-Patel – gave 

presentations at the General 

Assembly, encouraging ever greater 

engagement across Europe. 

 

The new ECOO Blue Book 2025 was 

published shortly before the autumn 

meetings, on World Sight Day (9 

October 2025), and the meetings 

provided an opportunity for 

members to celebrate this 

achievement. ECOO President, 

Gabriëlle Janssen thanked ECOO 

members for their help in providing 

the data needed for the Blue Book, 

commenting,  

 

“We believe that with every new 

version, we are improving our 

approach and thus our data, which 

helps solidify our position as a 

reliable source of open access data 

on the sector.” 

 

  
ECOO President, Gabriëlle Janssen, and 

President Elect, Sylwia Kropacz-

Sobkowiak. 

 
ECOO’s Italian members 

 

Members were also provided with 

updates on ECOO’s other flagship 

projects. On the Horizon I-SCREEN 

project, where Work Package 4 is led 

by ECOO, Matjaž Mihelčič, who is 

responsible for coordinating ECOO’s 

role informed members that work 

was now well underway in the 

optometric practices in the five 

participating countries, Switzerland, 

Austria, Spain, Slovenia and the 

United Kingdom. 

 

He observed that their collective 

work was contributing to the 

development of a reliable and widely 

applicable AI tool for AMD and GA 

screening, while also offering 

patients the opportunity for further 

follow-up if necessary. The project 

was already showcasing the role of 

optometrists as primary eye-care 

providers, essential to preventive eye 

health. 

 

Professor Julie-Anne Little provided 

an update on the work of ECOO’s 

Accreditation Agency. She 

highlighted that a further 56 students 

had achieved ECOO accredited 

qualifications in 2025.There were 
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now 734 diplomats from the 

European Diploma in Optometry and 

111 professionals holding the 

European Qualification in Optics. She 

also informed members that for the 

EAOO 2026 conference, ECOO would 

again be awarding a bursary for one 

diplomat to attend the conference. 

This was now open for applications.  

 

Professor Rupert Bourne, of Anglia 

Ruskin University in the UK, led a 

workshop on visual impairment and 

blindness across Europe, where 

delegates discussed their perceptions 

of unmet visual need, whether any 

demographic groups were 

particularly affected, and what role 

national associations could play in 

helping to improve unmet visual 

need. 

 

Finally, members took the 

opportunity to say farewell to Ann 

Blackmore, who had supported 

Fabienne Eckert in the ECOO 

Secretariat since 2020, and who had 

been secretary of ECOO’s Public 

Affairs and Economics Committee 

from 2014 to 2020. Ann would be 

retiring at Christmas. They also 

welcomed Kathy Jones, who would 

be joining the secretariat in January 

2026.  

 

 
Kathy Jones and Ann Blackmore. 

 

ECOO’s spring 2026 meetings will be 

held in Riga, Latvia, hosted by 14-16 

May, alongside the EAOO 

conference. Registration is now 

open. 

 

 

 
ECOO delegates at work 
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ABOUT ECOO 

The European Council of Optometry and Optics (ECOO) represents the 

interests of optometrists and opticians across Europe. Our members are 

national professional associations from 27 countries who together 

represent more than 200,000 opticians and optometrists. ECOO aims to 

promote eye health to the public across borders and to harmonise clinical 

and educational standards of optometric and optical practice throughout 

Europe. 


