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Directive (EU) 2025/2205 on driving licences, amending Regulation (EU) 2018/1724 and Directive
(EU) 2022/2561, and repealing Directive 2006/126/EC and Commission Regulation (EU) No 383/2012
came into force on 25 November 2025, marking a significant modernisation of the legislative
framework.

For ECOO a central focus of the revision has been the clarification and strengthening of the eyesight
provisions, an area the association has been following and contributing to for many years. The full
eyesight requirements are set out in the annex below.

One of the most important developments in the new Directive is the replacement of the

term “competent medical authority” with “competent professional authorised by national

law.” This updated wording aligns with other EU legislation, including the Medical Device
Regulation, and recognises the diverse organisation of eye care across Europe. It ensures that all
professionals who are legally authorised in their national context, including optometrists and other
qualified practitioners, may carry out the required assessments of visual fitness to drive. This
change ensures there is no ambiguity about the scope of practice of professionals, which remains
governed by national law.

The Directive also adopts a more structured pathway for eyesight evaluation. The initial check covers
both visual acuity and the determination of whether additional field-of-vision testing is required. In
line with ECOQ’s longstanding advocacy, the text clarifies the use of decimal notation for visual
acuity, an internationally recognised standard that resolves previous confusions and enhances
comparability between Member States.

Substantive visual standards themselves remain unchanged but the Directive provides clearer
wording around exceptional cases, adaptation periods following sudden vision loss or diplopia, and
the possibility of issuing conditional or restricted licences after a favourable expert opinion. These
refinements improve clarity and make the connection between eyesight requirements and road
safety more explicit.

The preamble also underlines the importance of ensuring adequate eyesight not only at first
application but throughout a driver’s licensing life. While the Directive establishes minimum
requirements, it explicitly states that Member States should be allowed to go beyond these


https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202502205

standards, for example by applying the same eyesight assessment procedures when licences are
renewed. ECOO encourages national governments to take full advantage of this flexibility,
recognising the importance of maintaining good vision throughout a driver’s licensing life and the
value of regular eyesight assessments in ensuring road safety.

ECOO commends the work of Jutta Paulus MEP, rapporteur for the final stages of the procedure,
and former MEP Karima Delli, who led the Parliament's work in earlier phases. Their sustained
commitment ensured that the eyesight provisions are clarified and improved in the final text.

The revised Directive entered into force on 25 November 2025 and Member States now have up to
four years (ie until 26 November 2029) to transpose its provisions into national law. ECOO will
continue to support its members during this period and promote consistent and professionally
aligned implementation across Europe.
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ANNEX: Eyesight Requirements Under the Revised Directive
General Requirements (All Applicants)

All applicants must undergo an assessment to confirm adequate visual acuity for driving and to
determine whether additional examination of the visual field is necessary. Where doubts arise,
further testing must be carried out by a competent professional authorised by national law.
Assessments should consider:

e visual acuity

e visual field

o twilight vision

e glare and contrast sensitivity

e diplopia

e other relevant visual functions affecting safe driving

Group 1 (Cars, Motorcycles)

e  Minimum binocular visual acuity: 0.5 (decimal), with correction if needed.
e Horizontal field of vision: at least 120°, including 50° left and right and 20° up and down; no
defects within the central 20°.
e Progressive eye disease: licences may be issued or renewed subject to regular
examinations by an authorised professional.
¢ Monocular vision / diplopia:
o minimum acuity 0.5 in the functioning eye;
o adaptation period (e.g., six months) required after new onset;
o return to driving only after favourable expert opinion.
e Exceptional individual cases: Licensing possible where standards are not fully met but
issuing a licence would not impair road safety. Requires expert assessment and may involve
a practical test.

Group 2 (Lorries, Buses, Professional Drivers)

e Minimum visual acuity:
o 0.8 inthe better eye
o 0.1inthe worse eye
o correction allowed up to +8 dioptres for glasses; correction must be well tolerated
o drivers with a higher need than +8 must either use contact lenses or a combination
of glasses and contact lenses.
e Horizontal visual field: at least 160°, including 70° left and right and 30° up and down; no
defects within the central 30°.
e Licences cannot be issued or renewed for applicants with impaired contrast sensitivity or
diplopia.
e After significant loss of vision in one eye, an adaptation period (e.g. six months) is required,
followed by expert review; conditions or restrictions may apply.



